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The Sentinel resumes publication with this edition of 5 January 2019 after an end-of-year 
break. 
 
 
:: Week in Review  
A highly selective capture of strategic developments, research, commentary, analysis and 
announcements spanning Human Rights Action, Humanitarian Response, Health, Education, Holistic 
Development, Heritage Stewardship, Sustainable Resilience. Achieving a balance across these broad 
themes is a challenge and we appreciate your observations and ideas in this regard. This is not 
intended to be a "news and events" digest. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Protection – Children in Conflict Zones 
 
World has failed to protect children in conflict in 2018: UNICEF 
Widespread violations against children in conflict continue in shocking year-on-year trend 
NEW YORK, 28 December 2018 – The futures of millions of children living in countries affected by 
armed conflict are at risk, as warring parties continue to commit grave violations against children, and 
world leaders fail to hold perpetrators accountable – UNICEF said today. 
 
“Children living in conflict zones around the world have continued to suffer through extreme levels of 
violence over the past 12 months, and the world has continued to fail them,” said Manuel Fontaine, 
UNICEF Director of Emergency Programmes. “For too long, parties to conflict have been committing 
atrocities with near-total impunity, and it is only getting worse. Much more can and must be done to 
protect and assist children.” 
 
Children living in countries at war have come under direct attack, have been used as human shields, 
killed, maimed or recruited to fight. Rape, forced marriage and abduction have become standard tactics 
in conflicts from Syria to Yemen, and from the Democratic Republic of the Congo to Nigeria, South 
Sudan and Myanmar. 
 
Over the course of 2018: 
:: In Afghanistan, violence and bloodshed remain a daily occurrence, with some 5,000 children killed 
or maimed within the first three quarters of 2018, equal to all of 2017, and children making up 89 per 
cent of civilian casualties from explosive remnants of war. 
 
:: Cameroon has seen an escalation of the conflict in the North-West and South-West regions of the 
country, with schools, students and teachers often coming under attack.  In November, more than 80 
people, including many children, were abducted from a school in Nkwen, in the north-west of the 
country and released a few days later. To date, 93 villages have allegedly been partially or totally 
burned due to conflict in the areas, with many children experiencing extreme levels of violence. 
 
:: In the Central African Republic, a dramatic resurgence in fighting has enveloped much of the 
country, with two out of three children in need of humanitarian assistance. 
 

https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/world-has-failed-protect-children-conflict-2018-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/world-has-failed-protect-children-conflict-2018-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/stories/how-world-failed-children-2018


   

  

:: In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, inter-ethnic violence and clashes between security 
forces and armed groups/militia in the Great Kasai-region and in the eastern provinces of Tanganyika, 
South Kivu, Nord Kivu and Ituri have had a devastating impact on children. The response to the 
ongoing Ebola outbreak has been seriously hindered by violence and instability in eastern DRC. In 
addition, an estimated 4.2 million children are at risk of severe acute malnutrition (SAM). The situation 
is compounded by violations of children's rights, including forced recruitment by armed groups and 
sexual abuse. 
 
:: In Iraq, even as fighting has largely subsided, four children were killed in November in the north of 
the country when the truck they were travelling to school in came under attack. Children and families 
returning to their homes in areas previously impacted by heavy violence continue to be exposed to the 
danger of unexploded ordnance. Thousands of families remain displaced and now face the additional 
threats of freezing winter temperatures and flash floods. 
 
:: In the Lake Chad basin, ongoing conflict, displacement and attacks on schools, teachers and other 
education facilities have put the education of 3.5 million children at risk. Today in northeast Nigeria, 
the Lake region of Chad, extreme north of Cameroon and Diffa region of Niger, at least 1,041 schools 
are closed or non-functional due to violence, fear of attacks, or unrest, affecting nearly 445,000 
children. 
 
:: A recent surge in violence in the border region between Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger has left 
1,478 schools closed. 
 
:: In Myanmar, the UN continues to receive reports of ongoing violations of the rights of Rohingya 
remaining in northern Rakhine State, which include allegations of killings, disappearances and arbitrary 
arrests. There are also widespread restrictions on the rights to freedom of movement and barriers to 
access health and education including in central Rakhine State. Ensuring children have access 
to quality education and other essential services will avert a ‘lost generation’ of Rohingya children; 
otherwise, they will lack the skills they need to contribute to society. 
 
:: In northeast Nigeria, armed groups, including Boko Haram factions, continue to target girls, who 
are raped, forced to become wives of fighters or used as ‘human bombs’. In February, the group 
abducted 110 girls and one boy from a technical college in Dapchi, Yobe State. While most of the 
children have since been released, five girls died and one is still being held captive as a slave. 
In Palestine, over 50 children were killed and hundreds more injured this year, many whilst 
demonstrating against deteriorating living conditions in Gaza. Children in Palestine and Israel have 
been exposed to fear, trauma and injuries. 
 
:: In South Sudan, relentless conflict and insecurity throughout the annual lean season pushed 6.1 
million people into extreme hunger. Even with the advent of the rainy season, more than 43 per cent 
of the population remain food insecure. While the promise of a revitalized peace-agreement offers a 
glimmer of hope for children, reports of extreme violence against women and children continue, most 
recently in Bentiu, where more than 150 women and girls reported suffering horrific sexual assault.   
 
:: In Somalia, more than 1,800 children were recruited by parties to the conflict in the first nine 
months of the year, with 1,278 children abducted.   
 



   

  

:: In Syria, between January and September, the UN verified the killing of 870 children – the highest 
number ever in the first nine months of any year since the start of the conflict in 2011. Attacks 
continued throughout the year, including the killing of 30 children in the eastern village of Al Shafa in 
November. 
 
:: In eastern Ukraine, more than four years of conflict have taken a devastating toll on the education 
system, destroying and damaging hundreds of schools and forcing 700,000 children to learn in fragile 
environments, amidst volatile fighting and the dangers posed by unexploded weapons of war. The 
situation is particularly severe for 400,000 children who live within 20km of the “contact line”, which 
divides the government and non-government-controlled areas and where shelling and extreme levels of 
mine-contamination pose a lethal threat. 
 
:: and in Yemen, the UN has verified 1,427 children killed or maimed in attacks, including an 
‘unconscionable’ attack on a school bus in Sa’ada. Schools and hospitals have come under frequent 
attack or been used for military purposes, denying children access to their right to education and 
health care. This is further fueling a crisis in a country where every 10 minutes, a child dies due to 
preventable diseases, and 400,000 children suffer from severe acute malnutrition. 
 
“2019 marks the 30th anniversary of the landmark Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 70th 
anniversary of the Geneva Conventions, yet today, more countries are embroiled in internal or 
international conflict than at any other time in the past three decades. Children living through conflict 
are among the least likely to be guaranteed their rights. Attacks on children must end,” Fontaine said.  
UNICEF calls on all warring parties to abide by their obligations under international law to immediately 
end violations against children and the targeting of civilian infrastructure, including schools, hospitals 
and water infrastructure. UNICEF also calls on states with influence over parties to conflict to use that 
influence to protect children. 
 
“Much more needs to be done to prevent wars, and to end the many disastrous armed conflicts 
devastating children’s lives. Yet even as wars continue, we must never accept attacks against children. 
We must hold warring parties to their obligation to protect children. Otherwise, it is children, their 
families and their communities who will continue to suffer the devastating consequences, for now, and 
for years to come,” Fontaine said. 
 
Across all these countries, UNICEF works with partners to provide the most vulnerable children with 
health, nutrition, education and child protection services. For example, in October, UNICEF helped to 
secure the release of 833 children recruited into armed forces in northeast Nigeria, and are working 
these children to reintegrate them into their communities. Since conflict broke out in South Sudan five 
years ago, UNICEF has reunited almost 6,000 unaccompanied and separated children with their 
families.  In Bangladesh, in 2018, UNICEF reached thousands of Rohingya refugee children with mental 
health and psychosocial support. In Iraq, UNICEF is working with partners to provide specialized 
services to women and children affected by gender-based violence. 
 
:::::: 
::::::  
 
Featured Journal Content 
 
Lancet Global Health 



   

  

Jan 2019   Volume 7  Number 1e1-e159 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current 
Editorial 
Yemen needs a concrete plan—now 
The Lancet Global Health 
More than 3 years into the current conflict, the situation in Yemen has reached catastrophic 
proportions. These have been exacerbated by the collapse of the national economy and by intense 
fighting around Hodeidah, the country's principal port on the Red Sea where most commodities, 
including food and medicines, enter the largely import-based Yemeni market. The planned peace 
negotiations are dependent on the goodwill of two warring parties whose disregard for international 
law has already led to large civilian casualties and the destruction of essential infrastructure such as 
health facilities, water systems, roads, and markets. As the world barely watches, at the convergence 
of all these events, an estimated 14 million Yemeni people—half of the country's population—have now 
been brought to pre-famine conditions. 

 
The global apathy in the face of Yemen's continuing struggle has been disrupted in recent weeks. 
Increased media attention to the plight of hundreds of thousands of severely malnourished children 
has led to renewed concerns about the fate of the Yemeni people. On Nov 26, the CEOs of five 
international non-governmental organisations openly called out the role of US geopolitics and trade in 
the killing of innocent civilians, spurring discussions on the global responsibility for the war. And 
probably because one number sometimes speaks louder than words, earlier on Nov 21, Save The 
Children presented in a press release their straightforward estimation for the number of deaths due to 
untreated severe acute malnutrition between April 2015 and October 2018: close to 85 000 children 
under 5 may have died a preventable death in that period. 
 
In truth, most health-related numbers coming from Yemen cannot be more than estimations—how 
could a collapsed health system generate robust data? But we know that the Yemeni people are 
suffering. Of all the scourges affecting Yemen, the prospect of a famine seems to have taken centre-
stage in the media again, but there are many other enduring ones. We know that civilians are dying in 
the conflict, though unofficial data are vague and largely underestimated. We know there are 
outbreaks of diphtheria, measles, and probably other vaccine-preventable diseases. We also know that 
the cholera epidemic that started in April 2016 is still going on: the latest report available from the 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office indicates that there were over 240 000 cases in the first 
42 weeks of 2018. This cholera epidemic, the largest documented in history, illustrates how a 
weakened population, and a crippled health system, can be swiftly and durably overpowered in the 
midst of conflict. However, it is also an opportunity to learn, in the hope that this situation can be 
reversed in Yemen, and prevented elsewhere. 
 
Thankfully, such learnings are happening. In May 2018, The Lancet Global Health published a 
modelling study by Anton Camacho and colleagues in which surveillance data were used to identify the 
drivers of the cholera epidemic, linking rainfall to the second wave of the epidemic, generating 
potentially important information for timing and enhancing control efforts. In a subsequent exchange of 
letters with Fekri Dureab and colleagues, the authors evoke the difficulties in identifying the 
mechanisms of transmission, in spite of robust modelling, in part because the war's disruption of water 
and sewerage systems confounds the analysis. 
 
Also importantly, in a report released on December 4, the Johns Hopkins Center for Humanitarian 
Health presents a detailed evaluation, based on an in-depth review and data gathered through 71 key 

http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/issue/current
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30536-9/fulltext
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/humanitarian-ceos-us-government-we-have-no-means-left-avert-catastrophe-please-act-now
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/humanitarian-ceos-us-government-we-have-no-means-left-avert-catastrophe-please-act-now
https://www.savethechildren.net/article/yemen-85000-children-may-have-died-starvation-start-war
http://www.emro.who.int/pandemic-epidemic-diseases/cholera/outbreak-update-cholera-in-yemen-8-november-2018.html
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30230-4/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30393-0/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(18)30395-4/fulltext
http://www.hopkinshumanitarianhealth.org/empower/resources/reports/cholera-in-yemen-a-case-study-of-epidemic-preparedness-and-response/


   

  

informants, of the epidemic preparedness and response up until the second wave in July 2018. It 
brings forth unsurprising but sobering facts, among them the likely association between the conflict 
and increased cholera transmission; the lack of preparedness in terms of surveillance and response 
capacity; or coordination issues between international and national actors of the response. The 20 
global and Yemen-specific recommendations cover the fundamental need of addressing insecurity, of 
urgently clarifying and harmonising coordination and preparedness, and of making the response more 
agile by improving surveillance. They include specifics of a targeted WASH and vaccination response 
and rely on strong integration of planning across sectors, all sensible responses to the issues identified 
in the analysis. 
 
These concrete, action-related reports should be precious input in tackling this and future outbreaks, 
particularly in war-torn areas. But Yemen needs even more—and the time is now. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Ebola - Democratic Republic of the Congo  
 
21: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu   
27 December 2018 [Excerpts] 
Situation Update 
…As of 25 December 2018, a total of 585 EVD cases, including 537 confirmed and 48 probable cases 
(Table 1), were reported from 16 health zones in the two neighbouring provinces of North Kivu and 
Ituri (Figure 1), of which 13 reported at least one confirmed case in the last 21 days (5-25 December 
2018). Over this period, 117 confirmed cases were reported from 13 health zones, the majority of 
which were concentrated in major urban centres and towns in Katwa (30), Komanda (20), Beni (15), 
Butembo (15), and Mabalako (15), which remain the main hotspots of this outbreak.  
 
Trends in case incidence reflect the continuation of the outbreak across these geographically dispersed 
areas. The general decrease in the weekly incidence observed in Beni since late October is continuing; 
however, the outbreak is intensifying in Butembo and Katwa, and new clusters have emerged in other 
health zones.  
 
Forty-one additional deaths among confirmed and probable cases occurred since our last report on 18 
December 2018. Overall, 356 cases have died (case fatality 61%), including 308 among confirmed 
cases. As of 25 December 2018, 201 patients have recovered and been discharged from ETCs.  
 
A healthcare worker from Mabalako has been reported among the new cases, bringing the number of 
healthcare workers affected to 54, with 18 deaths… 
 
::::::  
 
DONs Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo    
28 December 2018  
[Excerpt] 
…WHO risk assessment  
This outbreak of EVD is affecting north-eastern provinces of the country bordering Uganda, Rwanda 
and South Sudan. Potential risk factors for transmission of EVD at the national and regional levels 

http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277405/SITREP-EVD-DRC-20181227-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/csr/don/28-december-2018-ebola-drc/en/


   

  

include: travel between the affected areas, the rest of the country, and neighbouring countries; the 
internal displacement of populations. The country is concurrently experiencing other epidemics (e.g. 
cholera, vaccine-derived poliomyelitis, malaria), and a long-term humanitarian crisis. Additionally, the 
security situation in North Kivu and Ituri at times limits the implementation of response activities. 
WHO’s risk assessment for the outbreak is currently very high at the national and regional levels; the 
global risk level remains low. WHO continues to advice against any restriction of travel to, and trade 
with, the Democratic Republic of the Congo based on currently available information. 
 
As the risk of national and regional spread is very high, it is important for neighbouring provinces and 
countries to enhance surveillance and preparedness activities. The International Health Regulations 
(IHR 2005) Emergency Committee has advised that failing to intensify these preparedness and 
surveillance activities would lead to worsening conditions and further spread. WHO will continue to 
work with neighbouring countries and partners to ensure that health authorities are alerted and are 
operationally prepared to respond. 
 
::::::  
:::::: 
 
Emergencies 
 
POLIO   
Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC) 
- No new announcements identified 
 
::::::  
::::::  
 
Editor’s Note: 
WHO has posted a refreshed emergencies page which presents an updated listing of Grade 3,2,1 
emergencies as below. 
 
WHO Grade 3 Emergencies  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
Democratic Republic of the Congo  
:: 21: Situation report on the Ebola outbreak in North Kivu  27 December 2018 
:: DONs Ebola virus disease – Democratic Republic of the Congo   28 December 2018 
[See Milestones above for more detail] 
 
Bangladesh - Rohingya crisis  
:: Weekly Situation Report 57 - 27 December 2018 
[Excerpt] 
KEY HIGHLIGHTS  
:: About 30 health facilities have received exemption from restricted movement during the election 
period and will remain open to provide essential health services.  
:: About 363 411 people (110.6%) benefited from the OCV campaign including 264,280 people 
(117.5%) from Rohingya population.  
:: Since February 2018 to date, a total of 35,148 BCG doses have been given children and 19 906 Td 
doses to pregnant women.  
 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cod/en/
http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/277405/SITREP-EVD-DRC-20181227-eng.pdf
https://www.who.int/csr/don/28-december-2018-ebola-drc/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/bgd/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/bangladesh/weeklysitrep57cxbban.pdf
http://www.searo.who.int/entity/bangladesh/weeklysitrep57cxbban.pdf


   

  

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
:: There are an estimated 908,000 Rohingya refugees (215,796 families) in Cox’s Bazar, according to 
the latest Needs and Population Monitoring (NPM) round 12 exercise. The Rohingya refugees continue 
to arrive in Bangladesh, though the overall influx has slowed since the onset of the crisis in late August 
2017. Rohingya refugees have continued to arrive in Bangladesh, though in much fewer numbers than 
the initial influx in late 2017. More than 15,247 new arrivals were reported from 1 January to 30 
November 2018 (source: UNHCR). The refugees continue to face compounding vulnerabilities including 
health.  
:: Over the past one year, WHO and the health sector partners responded to the health needs of the 
affected populations by supporting government health facilities with human resources, renovations and 
medical supplies; ensuring availability of essential medicines and other supplies through logistics 
support; maintaining a strong disease surveillance system; delivering vaccination campaigns and 
strengthening  
 
Syrian Arab Republic  
:: SIDA donation helps WHO support health care services in southern Syria [Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency]  27 December 2018 
 
Yemen  
:: Cholera and malnutrition in Yemen threatens millions  
27 December 2018 
   …WHO works closely with the Ministry of Health and WASH cluster partners to contain cholera 
outbreaks, offering technical and logistical support to strengthen disease surveillance, assist diarrhoeal 
treatment and oral rehydration centres, train health workers on case management, deploy rapid 
response teams and improve sanitation and access to safe water. 
   There have been 280,198 suspected cases of cholera since the beginning of 2018, and 372 
associated deaths. Children under 5 account fort 32% of the total suspected cases. Cholera has been 
reported in 22 out of Yemen’s 23 governorates, and 306 out of the country’s 333 districts. 
 
Myanmar - No new announcements identified 
Nigeria - No new announcements identified 
Somalia - No new announcements identified 
South Sudan - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 2 Emergencies  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
occupied Palestinian territory  
:: 1.2 million people in the occupied Palestinian territory are in need of humanitarian health assistance 
– December 2018 
 
Libya  
:: WHO condemns attack on Al Jala Hospital in Benghazi  
   27 December 2018 – The World Health Organization (WHO) strongly condemns the armed attack on 
Al Jala Hospital in Benghazi, Libya, on 25 December. The attack resulted in damage to the hospital 
infrastructure. 
 
Brazil (in Portugese) - No new announcements identified 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/syr/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/sida-donation-helps-who-support-health-care-services-in-southern-syria.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/yem/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/yem/yemen-news/cholera-and-malnutrition-in-yemen-a-real-threat-to-millions-of-people.html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/nigeria/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/somalia/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/south-sudan/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/opt/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/palestine-press-releases/2018/12-million-people-in-the-occupied-palestinian-territory-are-in-need-of-humanitarian-health-assistance.html?format=html
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lby/en/
http://www.emro.who.int/lby/libya-news/who-condemns-attack-on-al-jala-hospital-in-benghazi.html
https://www.paho.org/bra/


   

  

Cameroon  - No new announcements identified  
Central African Republic  - No new announcements identified 
Ethiopia - No new announcements identified 
Hurricane Irma and Maria in the Caribbean - No new announcements identified 
- No new announcements identified 
Iraq - No new announcements identified 
MERS-CoV - No new announcements identified  
Niger - No new announcements identified 
Sao Tome and Principe Necrotizing Cellulitis (2017) - No new announcements identified 
Sudan - No new announcements identified 
Ukraine - No new announcements identified 
Zimbabwe - No new announcements identified 
 
 
WHO-AFRO: Outbreaks and Emergencies Bulletin, Week 52: 22 - 28 December 2018 
The WHO Health Emergencies Programme is currently monitoring 59 events in the region. This week’s 
edition covers key ongoing events, including: 
:: Ebola virus disease outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
:: Measles in Madagascar 
:: Humanitarian crisis in Nigeria. 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Grade 1 Emergencies  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
Afghanistan  
Chad  
Indonesia - Sulawesi earthquake 2018 
Kenya  
Lao People's Democratic Republic  
Mali  
Namibia - viral hepatitis  
Peru  
Philippines - Tyhpoon Mangkhut 
Tanzania  
 
:::::: 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – L3 Emergencies 
The UN and its humanitarian partners are currently responding to three 'L3' emergencies. This is the 
global humanitarian system's classification for the response to the most severe, large-scale 
humanitarian crises.  
Syrian Arab Republic   - No new announcements identified 
Yemen - No new announcements identified 
 
:::::: 
 
UN OCHA – Corporate Emergencies 

http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/cmr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/caf/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/eth/en/
http://www.paho.org/disasters/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=3613:hurricane-irma-and-maria-in-the-caribbean-2&Itemid=904&lang=en
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/irq/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/mers-cov/en/
http://afro.who.int/fr/countries/niger
http://afro.who.int/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/sdn/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/ukr/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/zwe/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/publications/outbreaks-and-emergencies-bulletin-week-52-22-28-december-2018-0
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/afg/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tcd/en/
http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/emergencies/sulawesi-earthquake/en/
http://www.afro.who.int/countries/kenya
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/lao/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/mli/en/
http://afro.who.int/news/baseline-assessment-national-viral-hepatitis-response-namibia
http://www.paho.org/per/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/phl/en/
http://www.who.int/emergencies/crises/tza/en/
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies
https://www.unocha.org/syria
https://www.unocha.org/yemen
https://www.unocha.org/where-we-work/current-emergencies


   

  

When the USG/ERC declares a Corporate Emergency Response, all OCHA offices, branches and 
sections provide their full support to response activities both at HQ and in the field. 
Ethiopia   
:: Operational Plan for Rapid Response: Internal Displacement around Kamashi and Assosa 
(Benishangul Gumuz) and East and West Wollega (Oromia), 26 December 2018 
 
Somalia   
:: Humanitarian Bulletin Somalia, 1 - 31 December 2018 
 
:::::: 
 
“Other Emergencies” 
Indonesia: Central Sulawesi Earthquake  
:: 24 December 2018  -  Central Sulawesi Earthquake & Tsunami - Humanitarian Country Team 
Situation Report #10 (as of 10 December 2018) 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 

 

Agency/Government/IGO Watch 
We will monitor a growing number of relevant agency, government and IGO organizations for key 
media releases, announcements, research, and initiatives. Generally, we will focus on regional or global 
level content recognizing limitation of space, meaning country-specific coverage is limited. Please 
suggest additional organizations to monitor. 
 
United Nations – Secretary General, Security Council, General Assembly  
[to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.un.org/press/en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OHCHR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true  
Top News 
Press briefing on Bangladesh 
 
Press briefing note on Bahrain 
 
Press briefing note on United Arab Emirates 
 
Comment by UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet on expulsion of international 
human rights organizations in Nicaragua 
 
Sudan: UN experts urge halt to excessive use of force against peaceful protesters 
 
 
United Nations Human Rights Council  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL 

https://www.unocha.org/ethiopia
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/operational-plan-rapid-response-internal-displacement-around-kamashi-and-assosa
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/operational-plan-rapid-response-internal-displacement-around-kamashi-and-assosa
https://www.unocha.org/somalia
https://reliefweb.int/node/2934149
https://www.unocha.org/asia-and-pacific-roap/indonesia
https://reliefweb.int/node/2929729
https://reliefweb.int/node/2929729
https://www.un.org/press/en
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/media.aspx?IsMediaPage=true
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24056&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24055&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24054&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24041&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24041&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=24049&LangID=E
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NewsSearch.aspx?NTID=PRS&MID=HR_COUNCIL


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Committee on the Rights of the Child [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the sale and sexual exploitation of children   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/CAAC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed 
Conflict [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SRSG/SVC Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict 
[to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 
standard of physical and mental health  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur in the field of cultural rights  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CRC/Pages/CRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Children/Pages/ChildrenIndex.aspx
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/virtual-library/press-release-archive/
http://www.un.org/sexualviolenceinconflict/media/press-releases/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/poverty/pages/srextremepovertyindex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Health/Pages/SRRightHealthIndex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/culturalrights/pages/srculturalrightsindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/ipeoples/srindigenouspeoples/pages/sripeoplesindex.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/migration/srmigrants/pages/srmigrantsindex.aspx


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN OCHA [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases  
04 January 2019 
Aid agencies estimate that 4.2 million people in Somalia will need humanitarian assistance 
and protection in 2019 
 
 
Centre for Humanitarian Data/HDX  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://centre.humdata.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNICEF  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
Press release  
Lives of children at risk amid heavy fighting and floods in north-west Syria 
   Nearly 10,000 children fleeing floods in the area 
03/01/2019  
 
Press release 
New Year’s Babies: Over 395,000 children will be born worldwide on New Year’s Day - 
UNICEF 
   As the calendar turns to 2019, UNICEF calls on nations to meet every newborn’s right to health and 
survival 
31/12/2018  
 
Press release 
World has failed to protect children in conflict in 2018: UNICEF 
   Widespread violations against children in conflict continue in shocking year-on-year trend 
 [See Milestones above for detail] 
 
 
UNHCR Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html 
Briefing notes 
DRC inter-communal clashes drive 16,000 refugees into Congo-Brazzaville 4 Jan 2019  
 
Innovation, green tech and sunlight help secure safe water for Rohingya refugees 4 Jan 
2019 
 
Press releases and news comments 
UNHCR seeking clarification from India over returns of Rohingya 4 Jan 2019 
 

https://www.unocha.org/media-centre/press-releases
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/aid-agencies-estimate-42-million-people-somalia-will-need-humanitarian-assistance-and
https://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/aid-agencies-estimate-42-million-people-somalia-will-need-humanitarian-assistance-and
https://centre.humdata.org/
https://www.unicef.org/media/press-releases
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/lives-children-risk-amid-heavy-fighting-and-floods-north-west-syria
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/lives-children-risk-amid-heavy-fighting-and-floods-north-west-syria
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/new-years-babies-over-395000-children-will-be-born-worldwide-new-years-day-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/new-years-babies-over-395000-children-will-be-born-worldwide-new-years-day-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/new-years-babies-over-395000-children-will-be-born-worldwide-new-years-day-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/new-years-babies-over-395000-children-will-be-born-worldwide-new-years-day-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/world-has-failed-protect-children-conflict-2018-unicef
https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/world-has-failed-protect-children-conflict-2018-unicef
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/media-centre.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/1/5c2f23274/drc-inter-communal-clashes-drive-16000-refugees-congo-brazzaville.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/briefing/2019/1/5c2f239b4/innovation-green-tech-sunlight-help-secure-safe-water-rohingya-refugees.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/1/5c2f2a374/unhcr-seeking-clarification-india-returns-rohingya.html


   

  

News Comment - UNHCR appeals for access to refugees on Algeria-Niger border 3 Jan 2019 
 
On last day of 2018, UNHCR urges rapid solution for refugees stranded on Mediterranean 
Sea 31 Dec 2018 
 
 
IOM / International Organization for Migration [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases 
Selected Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNAIDS [to 5 Jan 2019]  
http://www.unaids.org/en 
Selected Press Releases/Reports/Statements 
27 December 2018 
First Lady of Botswana champions revitalization of HIV prevention among adolescent girls 
and young women  
 
 
WHO & Regional Offices [to 5 Jan 2019] 
144th Session of the WHO Executive Board  
24 January – 1 February 2019 Coordinated Universal Time  
Geneva, Switzerland 
[See selected agenda content in Milestones above] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Director-General concludes New Year visit to Ebola-affected areas in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo 
3 January 2019, News Release, Geneva 
[See Ebola above for detail] 
 
Statement on disruptions to the Ebola response in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
by Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Director-General 
28 December 2018   Statement  Geneva 
[See Ebola above for detail] 
 
:::::: 
 
WHO Regional Offices 
Selected Press Releases, Announcements 
WHO African Region AFRO     
Selected Featured News 
:: WHO Director-General applauds Uganda’s Ebola preparedness response  03 January 2019  
:: Ethiopia launched new guideline for reaching missed tuberculosis cases  27 December 2018  
 
WHO Region of the Americas PAHO 

https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2019/1/5c2e35b94/news-comment-unhcr-appeals-access-refugees-algeria-niger-border.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/12/5c2a0e364/day-2018-unhcr-urges-rapid-solution-refugees-stranded-mediterranean-sea.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/press/2018/12/5c2a0e364/day-2018-unhcr-urges-rapid-solution-refugees-stranded-mediterranean-sea.html
http://www.iom.int/press-room/press-releases
http://www.unaids.org/en
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/december/first-lady-botswana-champions-hiv-prevention
http://www.unaids.org/en/resources/presscentre/featurestories/2018/december/first-lady-botswana-champions-hiv-prevention
http://apps.who.int/gb/e/e_eb144.html
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/03-01-2019-who-director-general-concludes-new-year-visit-to-ebola-affected-areas-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/03-01-2019-who-director-general-concludes-new-year-visit-to-ebola-affected-areas-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/28-12-2018-statement-on-disruptions-to-the-ebola-response-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo
http://www.afro.who.int/
http://www.afro.who.int/news/who-director-general-applauds-ugandas-ebola-preparedness-response
http://www.afro.who.int/news/ethiopia-launched-new-guideline-reaching-missed-tuberculosis-cases
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=466&Itemid=40108&lang=en


   

  

- No new announcement identified 
 
WHO South-East Asia Region SEARO 
- No new announcement identified 
 
WHO European Region EURO  
- No new announcement identified 
 
WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region EMRO 
:: WHO condemns attack on Al Jala Hospital in Benghazi  27 December 2018 
:: SIDA donation helps WHO support health care services in southern Syria  27 December 2018 
 
WHO Western Pacific Region  
- No new announcement identified 
 
 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE)   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNFPA  United Nations Population Fund [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html 
Selected Press Releases/Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN Division for Sustainable Development [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 

UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://unsdsn.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
UN Statistical Commission :: UN Statistics Division  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm 
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/ 
Latest News 

http://www.searo.who.int/
http://www.euro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/
http://www.emro.who.int/lby/libya-news/who-condemns-attack-on-al-jala-hospital-in-benghazi.html
http://www.emro.who.int/syr/syria-news/sida-donation-helps-who-support-health-care-services-in-southern-syria.html
http://www.wpro.who.int/
http://www.oie.int/en/for-the-media/press-releases/2018/
http://www.unfpa.org/press/press-release
http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter.html
http://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/
http://unsdsn.org/news/
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/default.htm
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/commission.htm
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/


   

  

Eighth meeting of the IAEG-SDGs 
   The eighth meeting of the Inter-agency and Expert Group on Sustainable Development Goal 
Indicators (IAEG-SDGs), will be held from 5 to 8 November 2018 in Stockholm, Sweden. The meeting 
will be hosted by Statistics Sweden. 
 
 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
03 Jan 2019 Press release  
World takes a stand against powerful greenhouse gases with implementation of Kigali 
Amendment 
   The Kigali Amendment to the Montreal protocol will reduce the projected production and 
consumption of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) by more than 80 per cent over the next 30 years. If fully 
supported, the amendment can avoid up… 
 
 
UNISDR UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.unisdr.org/archive 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN DESA  United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html 
4 January 2019, New York  
First-ever World Braille Day underscores importance of written language for human rights 
   To raise awareness of the importance of Braille for approximately 1.3 billion people living with some 
form of distance or near vision impairment, on Friday the United Nations is observing the first 
official World Braille Day. 
   Recognized henceforth each 4 January, the Day was proclaimed by the General Assembly last 
November, as a means of realizing fully the human rights of visually-impaired and partially-sighted 
people, and bringing written language to the forefront as a critical prerequisite for promoting 
fundamental freedoms… 
 
3 January 2019, New York  
Staying on-track to realize the Sustainable Development Goals 
   2019 will be a critical year for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. UN DESA will be fully 
engaged in the preparation of the two High-level Political Forums, one in July under the auspices of the 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), completing its first cycle, and one in September at the summit 
level under the auspices of the General Assembly. We must seize the momentum to implement the 
2030 Agenda and use this opportune year to assess progress and to strengthen our political will to act 
to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in all regions. 
  Many countries are aligning their national policies and institutions behind the Goals to improve 
people’s lives. Businesses are taking action to invest in new technologies, opening up new markets, 
and building the sustainable and inclusive economy of the 21st century. Civil society organizations and 
other stakeholders are also using these Goals to drive change at the local, subnational and national 
levels and holding their Governments accountable. 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/meetings/iaeg-sdgs-meeting-08/
https://www.unenvironment.org/
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/world-takes-stand-against-powerful-greenhouse-gases-implementation
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/press-release/world-takes-stand-against-powerful-greenhouse-gases-implementation
http://www.unisdr.org/archive
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/social/world-braille-day-2018.html
https://www.un.org/en/events/brailleday/index.shtml
https://www.un.org/development/desa/en/news/sustainable/sustainable-development-goals.html


   

  

   Even though progress is being made, gaps are evident. The world remains on a trajectory of 
increasing inequality, and it is facing armed conflicts, humanitarian and environmental crises, as well as 
economic, financial and climate challenges. 
   Moreover, the scale and pace of change in public and private investment in sustainable development 
remain alarmingly insufficient. We, therefore, urgently need a surge in financing, investments and 
technological innovation. 
   In 2019, UN DESA will launch the Global Sustainable Development Report, an analysis by an 
independent group of scientists undertaken every four years to assess where we stand. Additionally, 
over the next months, the department will release several other analytical reports to assess progress 
made towards the SDGs to provide context to this year’s high-level discussions… 
 
 
UNESCO  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://en.unesco.org/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNODC United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UN-HABITAT United Nations Human Settlements Programme  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/ 
Posted January 2, 2019 
New Year’s Message from United Nations Under-Secretary-General and UN-Habitat 
Executive Director Maimunah Mohd Sharif 
 
 
FAO Food & Agriculture Organization [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ILO International Labour Organization  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm 
ILO 100 
100 years of fighting for Social Justice   
02 January 2019  
   To welcome the beginning of the ILO’s century year, we look at the organization’s history and impact 
– and how it is preparing for its second century. 
 
Globalization and decent work 
Responding to globalization: The Decent Work Agenda   
24 December 2018  
   As the ILO turns 100, we look at some of the key events that shaped the organization’s story. The 
introduction of the Decent Work Agenda at the turn of the century was one such milestone. 
 

http://en.unesco.org/news
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/press/allpress.html?ref=fp
http://unhabitat.org/media-centre/news/
https://unhabitat.org/new-years-message-from-united-nations-under-secretary-general-and-un-habitat-executive-director-maimunah-mohd-sharif/
https://unhabitat.org/new-years-message-from-united-nations-under-secretary-general-and-un-habitat-executive-director-maimunah-mohd-sharif/
http://www.fao.org/news/archive/news-by-date/2018/en/
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_657787/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_655738/lang--en/index.htm


   

  

 
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.icao.int/  
31/12/18 
Solid passenger traffic growth and moderate air cargo demand in 2018 
 
24/12/18 
UN Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee briefing heightens aviation security 
momentum 
 
 
IMO International Maritime Organization  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WMO World Meteorological Organization  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UPU  Universal Postal Union   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://news.upu.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNIDO United Nations Industrial Development Organization  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
UNWTO World Tourism Organization  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://media.unwto.org/news 
27 December 2018 
UNWTO/ETC Launch Report on Health Tourism 
   Madrid, Spain, 27 December 2018 – The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), together with the 
European Travel Commission (ETC) launched a new report on health tourism. Part of their joint 
research programme, the study is the first attempt to set a coherent conceptualization of health 
tourism and define the motivations behind travellers looking for health-related services. 
 
 
WIPO  World Intellectual Property Organization [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/ 

http://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/Solid-passenger-traffic-growth-and-moderate-air-cargo-demand-in-2018.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/UN-Security-Council-Counter-Terrorism-Committee-briefing-heightens-aviation-security-momentum.aspx
https://www.icao.int/Newsroom/Pages/UN-Security-Council-Counter-Terrorism-Committee-briefing-heightens-aviation-security-momentum.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/Home.aspx
https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release
http://news.upu.int/
http://www.unido.org/news-centre/news.html
https://www.iso.org/news_archive/x/
http://media.unwto.org/news
http://www2.unwto.org/press-release/2018-12-20/unwtoetc-launch-report-health-tourism
http://www.wipo.int/pressroom/en/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CBD  Convention on Biological Diversity [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/  
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
USAID [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
DFID  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development 
Selected Press Releases 
UK aid removing Daesh explosives and helping Iraqis return home  
5 January 2019  DFID  Press release 
 
UK aid will be “even quicker and smarter” in 2019  
31 December 2018  DFID  Press release 
 
 
ECHO  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
African Union [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.au.int/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
December 30, 2018 
Statement of the Chairperson of the Commission on the situation in the Sudan 
   Addis Ababa, 30 December 2018: The Chairperson of the African Union Commission, Moussa Faki 
Mahamat, has followed with increasing concern the unfolding political developments in the Sudan, 
which has witnessed violence and death on the streets of its cities, wanton destruction, alongside 
arrests of several opposition figures. 
   Noting that further demonstrations are planned for 31 December 2018 across the country, the 
Chairperson calls upon all sides to exercise utmost restraint in the coming period. 
   The Chairperson stresses that this is a testing period in the history of Sudan. He, therefore, reminds 
the Sudanese political leaders of their collective responsibility to pursue constructive, peaceful avenues 
for addressing the country's pressing challenges. 
 
 
ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations  [to 5 Jan 2019] 

http://www.cbd.int/press-releases/
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-aid-removing-daesh-explosives-and-helping-iraqis-return-home
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-aid-will-be-even-quicker-and-smarter-in-2019
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/en/news
http://www.au.int/
https://au.int/en/pressreleases/20181230/statement-chairperson-commission-situation-sudan


   

  

http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
European Commission [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
OECD  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.oecd.org/  
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of American States (OAS)   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.oas.org/en/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en 
31/12/2018 
Urgent Appeal for Emergency Assistance for Internally Displaced People in Afghanistan 
   The OIC General Secretariat calls upon the Member States and all humanitarian organizations both 
within and outside the Islamic World, as well as international organizations, to urgently extend 
immediate humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan, which has been suffering from a devastating 
drought for several months that has left a large number of internally displaced people in dire need for 
food, shelter and other emergency assistance. ... 
 
 
Group of 77  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.g77.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
UNCTAD  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
World Customs Organization – WCO  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.wcoomd.org/ 
Selected Latest News  

http://asean.org/category/news/asean-secretariat-news/
http://europa.eu/rapid/search-result.htm?query=18&locale=en&page=1
http://www.oecd.org/newsroom/publicationsdocuments/bydate/
http://www.oas.org/en/media_center/press_releases.asp
https://www.oic-oci.org/home/?lan=en
https://www.oic-oci.org/topic/?t_id=20456&ref=11651&lan=en
http://www.g77.org/
http://unctad.org/en/Pages/AllPressRelease.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
WTO - World Trade Organisation [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
IPU  Inter-Parliamentary Union   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.ipu.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Court of Justice  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.icj-cij.org/en/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Criminal Court (ICC)  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
Trying individuals for genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity 
https://www.icc-cpi.int/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
World Bank [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/all 
[We generally limit coverage to regional and global level initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week]  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IMF  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.imf.org/en/News/Search?type=News+Article 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
African Development Bank Group  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/press-releases/ 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Africa-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of 
country-level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news_e.htm
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Asian Development Bank  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.adb.org/news/releases 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html 
[We generally limit coverage to regional or Asia-wide initiatives, recognizing that a number of country-
level announcements are added each week] 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
*                       *                       *                        * 

 

 
:: INGO/Consortia/Joint Initiatives Watch 
   We will monitor media releases and other announcements around key initiatives, new research and 
major organizational change from a growing number of global NGOs, collaborations, and initiatives 
across the human rights, humanitarian response and development spheres of action.  WE will not 
reference fundraising announcements, programs, events or appeals, and generally not include content 
which is primarily photo-documentation or video in format. 
 
 
Action Contre la Faim – Action Against Hunger  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alliance for International Medical Action (ALIMA)  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.alima-ngo.org/en/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Amref Health Africa  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://amref.org/news/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aravind Eye Care System  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.adb.org/news/releases
https://www.aiib.org/en/news-events/news/index.html
https://www.ifad.org/web/latest/news
http://www.actioncontrelafaim.org/
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http://amref.org/news/news/
http://www.aravind.org/default/currentnewscontent


   

  

 
 
BRAC  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.brac.net/#news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CARE International  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clubhouse International  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Danish Refugee Council  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.drc.dk/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ECPAT  [to 5 Jan 2019]  
http://www.ecpat.net/news 
News & Updates 
04/01/2019 
UK: Child protection systems fail when trafficking victims run away  
   ECPAT UK and Missing People are warning that trafficked and unaccompanied children are 30 times 
more likely to go missing than other children their age. Additionally, in 2017, child trafficking victims 
went missing from care on average 7 times, highlighting grave safeguarding failures on the part of 
local authorities. 
   Still in Harm’s Way, is the follow up report of the ground-breaking Heading Back to Harm, which 
highlighted the alarming number of trafficked and unaccompanied children going missing from care – 
with many never found. 
 
 
Fountain House  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Humanity & Inclusion  [nee Handicap International]  [to 5 Jan 2019]  
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Heifer International  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html 

http://www.brac.net/#news
http://www.care-international.org/news/press-releases
http://www.clubhouse-intl.org/news.html
https://www.drc.dk/news
http://www.ecpat.net/news
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http://www.ecpat.org/news/ecpat-uk-presents-112000-strong-petition-to-downing-st/
https://www.ecpat.org.uk/still-in-harms-way
http://www.fountainhouse.org/about/news-press
http://www.handicap-international.us/press_releases
http://www.heifer.org/about-heifer/press/press-releases.html


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HelpAge International  [to 5 Jan 2019]  
http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

 
ICRC  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new   
Selected News Releases, Statements, Reports   
News release 
Juba (ICRC) – The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has facilitated the 
release and return of 22 persons from Central Equatoria in South Sudan 
31 December 2018  
   The ICRC has managed to facilitate the release and transport by air to Juba of 22 persons, who had 
been caught up in ongoing nearby fighting, from a remote location in the Central Equatoria region of 
South Sudan. 
 
 
IFRC   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://media.ifrc.org/ifrc/news/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Medical Corps (IMC)   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
IRC  International Rescue Committee  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index 
Press Release 
Election-related violence in Democratic Republic of Congo forces IRC to temporarily 
suspend life-saving Ebola response programming 
A suspension in programming could allow the disease to spread unabated and lead to an international 
health catastrophe 
:: Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) election commission uses Ebola as reason to delay elections in 
two districts that are the epicenter of the outbreak, leading to violent protests and the targeting of 
Ebola response actors; 
:: With almost 600 cases and more than 350 deaths, this outbreak is already the second deadliest in 
history;  
:: The IRC is monitoring the situation and will resume operations as soon as it is safe. 
 
 
IRCT  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.irct.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 

http://www.helpage.org/newsroom/press-room/press-releases/
https://www.icrc.org/en/whats-new
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https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/stories-and-news/
http://www.rescue.org/press-release-index
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/election-related-violence-democratic-republic-congo-forces-irc-temporarily-suspend
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Islamic Relief Worldwide  [to 5 Jan 2019]  
https://www.islamic-relief.org/ 
Latest News 
Severe floods and heavy rain displace thousands of families in northern Syria 
Published: 3 January, 2019  
 
Indonesia 
IR continues to help people affected by tsunami 
Published: 2 January, 2019  
 
 
Landsea   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.landesa.org/press-and-media-categories/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Medecins du Monde   [to 5 Jan 2019]  
http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MSF/Médecins Sans Frontières  [to 5 Jan 2019]  
http://www.msf.org/ 
Selected News; Project Updates, Reports 
Indonesia  
Update on response to Sunda Strait tsunami  
Project Update 27 Dec 2018  
 
Indonesia  
MSF supports health centres tending to Sunda Strait tsunami victims … 
Project Update 24 Dec 2018  
 
Access to medicines  
Calling on governments to scale up oral TB treatment  
Press Release 22 Dec 2018  
   Geneva — Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) today welcomed new World Health Organization (WHO) 
treatment guidelines that recommend drug-resistant tuberculosis (DR-TB) be treated with oral drugs 
only, including newer, more potent drugs with fewer side effects, such as bedaquiline. 
   Two injectable drugs known to cause deafness and other severe side effects are no longer 
recommended in the new guideline – an important step towards more tolerable treatment for all 
patients. 
   The recommended 18 to 20-month treatment regimen includes more potent drugs – bedaquiline, 
linezolid, levofloxacin and moxifloxacin – that can help improve cure rates, reduce deaths and cause 
people far fewer side effects. 

https://www.islamic-relief.org/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/floods-displace-thousands-syria/
https://www.islamic-relief.org/continuing-help-people-tsunami/
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http://www.medecinsdumonde.org/
http://www.msf.org/
https://www.msf.org/update-response-sunda-strait-tsunami-indonesia
https://www.msf.org/msf-supports-health-centres-tending-sunda-strait-tsunami-victims-indonesia
https://www.msf.org/who-issues-critical-new-tb-treatment-recommendations-msf-calls-governments-urgently-scale-all-oral


   

  

   MSF called on countries with large numbers of people with DR-TB to urgently start implementing 
these new treatment guidelines for at least half of new DR-TB cases by September 2019, and to make 
efforts to reach all people in need by March 2020… 
 
 
Mercy Corps [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Operation Smile  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office 
Program Schedule 
Here’s what we’re doing worldwide to make a difference in the lives of children who deserve every 
opportunity for safe surgical care.  
 
 
OXFAM [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.oxfam.org/en/pressroom/pressreleases 
Selected News/Announcements 
28 December 2018 
Oxfam forced to suspend Ebola response in DR Congo following pre-election violence 
   Oxfam has been forced to suspend its work in the Ebola ravaged areas of Beni and Butembo in 
Democratic Republic of Congo, due to violent protests following the announcement that people in these 
areas won’t be able to cast their votes for a new president. 
 
 
Norwegian Refugee Council   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.nrc.no/ 
Latest news from NRC 
UKRAINE  
The cold reality of Europe’s forgotten conflict 
Ingebjorg Karstad Published 04. Jan 2019  
   This year the armed conflict in eastern Ukraine will enter its fifth year. So far, the conflict has taken 
3,000 civilian lives, displaced 1.5 million people and left 3.5 million in need - over 30 per cent of these 
are above the age of 60.  
 
 
Pact  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.pactworld.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Partners In Health  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.pih.org/blog  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

http://www.mercycorps.org/press-room/releases
http://www.operationsmile.org/press-office
http://www.operationsmile.org/approach/program-schedule
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http://www.nrc.no/
https://www.nrc.no/perspectives/2018/ukraine---the-cold-reality-of-europes-forgotten-conflict/
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http://www.pih.org/blog


   

  

PATH  [to 5 Jan 2019]  
https://www.path.org/media-center/ 
January 1, 2019 by PATH  
Community-based HIV testing effective in reaching undiagnosed populations, PATH-led 
study finds 
Lay provider HIV testing in Vietnam offers new model to connect at-risk populations with antiretroviral 
therapy 
   Hanoi, Vietnam, January 1, 2019—One in three people living with HIV in Vietnam remain 
undiagnosed, according to recent estimates. New strategies and models of HIV testing are urgently 
needed to reach undiagnosed populations and help them enroll in antiretroviral therapy (ART), in 
Vietnam and throughout the world. 
   Results from an evaluation study now published in PLOS ONE demonstrate that HIV testing by lay 
providers can serve as a critical addition to efforts to achieve the United Nations’ 90-90-90 global HIV 
targets by 2020 and help to cover the “last mile” of HIV services to at-risk populations in Vietnam… 
 
 
Plan International/BORNEfonden  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://plan-international.org/about-plan/resources/media-centre  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Save The Children [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.savethechildren.net/news 
Monday 24 December 2018  
Hundreds of children report police violence at EU borders  
   Testimonies gathered by Save the Children, and its partner in Serbia, found more than 1,350 cases 
of children being pushed back across European Union borders between January and November this 
year.  
 
 
SOS-Kinderdorf International  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.sos-childrensvillages.org/news 
Nepal – 3 January 2019  
Actor dreams of bringing an Oscar to Nepal 
   As a child growing up in SOS Children’s Village Kavre in Nepal, Rupesh Lama would mesmerise the 
other children by acting out fantastic stories. He would have his SOS family laughing hysterically with 
his jokes and character impressions. 
 
 
Tostan  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.tostan.org 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Women for Women International  [to 5 Jan 2019]  
https://www.womenforwomen.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 

https://www.path.org/media-center/
https://www.path.org/media-center/community-based-hiv-testing-effective-reaching-undiagnosed-populations-path-led-study-finds/
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World Vision  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://wvi.org/ 
Wednesday, January 2nd 2019  
Statement in Response to Tragic Death of Eight-year-old Felipe Alonzo Gomez 
   World Vision deeply regrets the death of another migrant child from Guatemala, eight-year-old Felipe 
Alonzo Gómez, on December 24 in New Mexico, USA.  
 
::::: 
 
Center for Media Ethics and Responsibility/CMFR   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Electronic Frontiers Foundation 
https://www.eff.org/updates?type=press_release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Freedom House [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://freedomhouse.org/news 
Selected Press Releases, Statements, Research 
Now Streaming: Censorship 
Jan 3 2019 - 4:52pm 
   How should companies like Netflix respond when repressive governments order the removal of 
critical content? 
 
Press Releases 
South Africa Assumes Seat on UN Security Council  
January 2, 2019 
   South Africa takes its seat on the UN Security Council this week for the third time since its founding 
elections in 1994.   
 
 
Transparency International  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
::::: 
 
Bond  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.bond.org.uk/news 
3 January 2019  
Connecting to shift power: A new PACT for civil society 
   After speaking to over 3000 people, the Civil Society Futures inquiry has proposed some 
recommendations for building stronger connections between charities and the public.  
Julia Unwin 

http://wvi.org/newsroom
https://www.wvi.org/pressrelease/statement-response-tragic-death-eight-year-old-felipe-alonzo-gomez
http://cmfr-phil.org/media-ethics-responsibility/
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https://www.transparency.org/news/pressreleases
https://www.bond.org.uk/news
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2 January 2019  
6 policy changes we want to see this year 
   Some of the policy areas that Bond will be working on in 2019 and the changes we'd like to see 
happen in them.  
 
 
ChildFund Alliance  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://childfundalliance.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CONCORD  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Disasters Emergency Committee  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.dec.org.uk/media-centre 
LATEST PRESS RELEASES 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Elders  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://theelders.org/news-media 
Selected Press Releases and Major Announcements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Evidence Aid   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
www.evidenceaid.org  
December 17, 2018 
The use of evidence synthesis in the humanitarian field 
Claire Allen    Blog  
   …The GESI Secretariat at the American University of Beirut aims to enhance the capacity to produce 
and use cross-sectoral evidence synthesis in low- and middle-income countries across the world. They 
have identified some local practitioners who are able to identify or produce evidence to inform 
decision-making in non-health fields; and the current regional conflict and influx of refugees to 
Lebanon has pushed the GESI Secretariat to talk to stakeholders in the field about their views on 
evidence. They have produced a video blog “The Use of Evidence Synthesis in the Humanitarian Field” 
to present the experience with evidence of two of the GESI Secretariat’s main national stakeholders in 
the humanitarian field. 
   One of these is Mr Hussein Ismail, a humanitarian expert who, after four years of field work, was 
interested in focusing on the “evidence part of the humanitarian field”. He noticed the gap between 
what is implemented and what is published online by academic researchers. In his opinion, 
humanitarian practitioners need to learn more about humanitarian evidence and be more exposed to 
methods such as systematic and scoping reviews. He believes that this will help them to take better 

https://www.bond.org.uk/news/2019/01/6-policy-changes-we-want-to-see-this-year
https://childfundalliance.org/
http://concordeurope.org/news-and-events/
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http://www.evidenceaid.org/the-use-of-evidence-synthesis-in-the-humanitarian-field/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/author/callen/
http://www.evidenceaid.org/category/blog/


   

  

strategic decisions when planning interventions, and to identify those areas for which evidence is 
needed but lacking… 
 
 
Gavi [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.gavi.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Global Fund  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Hilton Prize Coalition [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
ICVA - International Council of Voluntary Agencies   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://icvanetwork.org/ 
Latest resources 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
INEE – an international network for education in emergencies   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news 
News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
InterAction  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.interaction.org/ 
Latest News; Blog Entries 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Start Network [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://startnetwork.org/news-and-blogs 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
3ie  International Initiative for Impact Evaluation [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.3ieimpact.org/ 
Impact evaluation 3ie 2018  
Impacts of removing user fees for maternal health services on universal health coverage in 
Kenya  

https://www.gavi.org/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/news/
http://prizecoalition.charity.org/
https://icvanetwork.org/
http://www.ineesite.org/en/news
http://www.interaction.org/
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   This evaluation examines both the short- and long-term impacts of removing user fees for maternal 
health services in Kenya on low-income women’s maternal health facilities use.  
 
 
Active Learning Network for Accountability and Performance in Humanitarian Action 
(ALNAP)     [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.alnap.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CHS Alliance  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://chsalliance.org/news-events/news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Development Initiatives   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://devinit.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
EHLRA/R2HC   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.elrha.org/resource-hub/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Groupe URD   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.urd.org/?lang=en 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
International Humanitarian Studies Association  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://ihsa.info/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
The Sphere Project [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.sphereproject.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Professionals in Humanitarian Assistance and Protection (PHAP)  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://phap.org/ 
Latest News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
:::::: 
 
Brookings 
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http://www.brookings.edu/ 
Accessed 5 Jan 2019 
Latest Research 
U.S. Economy  
Seasonally and weather-adjusting the monthly jobs numbers 
Jonathan Wright 
Friday, January 4, 2019  
 
Monetary Policy  
Former Fed Vice Chair Donald Kohn on monetary policy strategies, tools, and 
communication 
Donald Kohn 
Thursday, January 3, 2019  
 
U.S. Defense  
Quality over quantity: U.S. military strategy and spending in the Trump years 
James N. Miller and Michael E. O’Hanlon 
January 2019  
 
Regulatory Policy  
Implementing a real time payment system 
Aaron Klein 
Wednesday, January 2, 2019  
 
Health Care Policy  
Effects of weakening safeguards in the Administration’s Health Reimbursement 
Arrangement proposal 
Matthew Fiedler 
Friday, December 28, 2018  
 
 
Center for Global Development    [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.cgdev.org/page/press-center 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
CSIS  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.csis.org/ 
Selected Reports 
Report 
U.S. Policy Roadmap: A Drive to Transform Global Food and Nutrition Security 
   January 4, 2019 | Kimberly Flowers There are few issues more urgent and more important both at 
home and abroad than food security and improved nutrition. This brief outlines five recommendations 
for U.S. policymakers to maximize investments and sustain transformation in agriculture and nutrition 
development.  
 
 
Report 
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Understanding Transportation in Emerging Economies 
January 4, 2019 | Nikos Tsafos  
C   SIS energy expert Nikos Tsafos breaks down the five main takeaways from a recent workshop on 
“Transportation in Emerging Economies” hosted by CSIS as part of its ongoing work on energy and 
development. 
 
 
ODI   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.odi.org/  
Selected Press Releases & Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Urban Institute   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.urban.org/publications 
January 4, 2019  
Supportive Housing Organizational Capacity Assessment Tool  
In this report, the authors present the Supportive Housing Organizational Capacity Assessment Tool 
(SHOCAT). The SHOCAT can be used by organizations involved in any aspect of supportive housing for 
self-assessment and can also be used by researchers and policymakers to evaluate capacity-building 
efforts and by funders to help guide investments. The report describes the process for developing the 
tool and validating its  
Martha R. Burt, Josh Leopold, Mychal Cohen 
Research Report 
  
How Secure Is Employment at Older Ages?  
Tracking older adults in the Health and Retirement Study from 1992 to 2016, we find that about one-
half of full-time, full-year workers ages 51 to 54 experience an employer-related involuntary job 
separation after age 50 that substantially reduces earnings for years or leads to long-term 
unemployment. The steady earnings that many people count on in their 50s and 60s to build their 
retirement savings and ensure some financial  
Richard W. Johnson, Peter Gosselin 
December 28, 2018  
Research Report 
 
 
World Economic Forum    [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/ 
Selected News Releases 
Saving Lives and the Planet: Balancing Diet with Alternative Proteins Can Cut Deaths by 
5% and Emissions by 25%  
News 03 Jan 2019  
· New research by the Oxford Martin School for the World Economic Forum finds that balancing meat 
consumption with alternative sources of protein can lead to significant health and environmental 
benefits 
· A sustainable food industry and healthier human life can be achieved through further innovation in 
the development of alternative proteins, livestock production and consumer behaviour 

https://www.csis.org/analysis/understanding-transportation-emerging-economies
https://www.csis.org/people/nikos-tsafos
https://www.odi.org/media-hub/press-room
https://www.urban.org/publications
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/supportive-housing-organizational-capacity-assessment-tool
https://www.urban.org/author/martha-r-burt
https://www.urban.org/author/josh-leopold
https://www.urban.org/author/mychal-cohen
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/how-secure-employment-older-ages
https://www.urban.org/author/richard-w-johnson
https://www.urban.org/author/peter-gosselin
https://agenda.weforum.org/news/
https://www.weforum.org/press/2019/01/saving-lives-and-the-planet-balancing-diet-with-alternative-proteins-can-cut-deaths-by-5-and-emissions-by-25
https://www.weforum.org/press/2019/01/saving-lives-and-the-planet-balancing-diet-with-alternative-proteins-can-cut-deaths-by-5-and-emissions-by-25


   

  

· Commitment exists across business, government and civil society to ensure transformation of the 
food system while preserving the livelihood of hundreds of millions of livestock farmers around the 
world 
· Read the full report here. 
 

 
*                      *                       *                        * 
 
 

:: Foundation/Major Donor Watch 
We will primarily monitor press/media releases announcing key initiatives and new research from a 
growing number of global foundations and donors engaged in the human rights, humanitarian 
response and development spheres of action. This Watch section is not intended to be exhaustive, but 
indicative.  
 
 

Paul G. Allen Frontiers Group    [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.alleninstitute.org/news-press/ 
News 
Allen Institute 2018 year in review 
December 21, 2018 
A look back at milestones of the year, from launching a new division to celebrating 15 years of impact  
 
 
BMGF - Gates Foundation  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/Media-Center/Press-Releases 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Annie E. Casey Foundation   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.aecf.org/newsroom/ 
Newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 
  
 
Blue Meridian Partners [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.emcf.org/capital-aggregation/blue-meridian-partners/ 
Blue Meridian Partners is a new capital aggregation collaboration that plans to invest at least $1 billion 
in high-performance nonprofits that are poised to have truly national impact for economically 
disadvantaged children and youth.  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Clinton Foundation  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Co Impact   [to 5 Jan 2019] 

http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_White_Paper_Alternative_Proteins.pdf
https://www.alleninstitute.org/news-press/
https://www.alleninstitute.org/news-press/articles/allen-institute-2018-year-in-review
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https://www.clintonfoundation.org/press-releases-and-statements


   

  

www.co-impact.io 
Co-Impact is a global philanthropic collaborative for systems change focused on improving the lives of 
millions of people around the world. 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Ford Foundation  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.fordfoundation.org/?filter=News 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
GHIT Fund   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.ghitfund.org/newsroom/press 
GHIT was set up in 2012 with the aim of developing new tools to tackle infectious diseases that 
devastate the world’s poorest people. Other funders include six Japanese pharmaceutical  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 

Grameen Foundation    [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.grameenfoundation.org/news-events/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://hewlett.org/latest-updates/  
Latest Updates  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news 
Press Release 
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation Awards More Than $38 Million in Grants in the Fourth Quarter 
of 2018 
    (Los Angeles) December 24, 2018 - The board of directors of the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation 
announced today that 24 grants and two program related investments were approved, totaling more 
than $38 million during the fourth quarter of 2018. These grants and program related investments 
were awarded to 26 organizations spanning across the Hilton Foundation’s priority areas, both in the 
U.S. and internationally… 
 
 
IKEA Foundation    [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
HHMI - Howard Hughes Medical Institute    [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.hhmi.org/news 
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https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/news/250-how-philanthropic-partnerships-can-combat-america-s-opioid-epidemic
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https://www.ikeafoundation.org/category/press-releases/
https://www.hhmi.org/news


   

  

No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kaiser Family Foundation  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.kff.org/search/?post_type=press-release 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Aga Khan Foundation   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.akdn.org/our-agencies/aga-khan-foundation 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Kellogg Foundation  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.wkkf.org/news-and-media#pp=10&p=1&f1=news 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
MacArthur Foundation  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.macfound.org/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.moore.org/ 
December 31, 2018  
Sharpening the focus on risks and opportunities for businesses 
   …The newly released Guidance for Applying Enterprise Risk Management to Environmental, Social 
and Governance (ESG)-related Risks, a publication of COSO and the World Business Council for 
Sustainable Development (WBCSD), is intended to address this challenge. The guidance will help 
companies and other organizations integrate and manage their ESG-related risks and identify 
opportunities ESG present to their bottom line. 
The newly released supplemental guide offers a five-step approach designed to help corporate 
decision-makers and risk management and sustainability managers pragmatically respond to ESG 
concerns, beginning with the establishment of governance structures and processes such as 
identifying, assessing, responding, reviewing and communicating risks… 
 
 
Open Society Foundation  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/media-information 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
David and Lucile Packard Foundation  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.packard.org/news/ 
No new digest content identified. 
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Pew Charitable Trusts  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room 
Press Releases & Statements 
January 3, 2019 
Novartis Provides Data to SPARK, Pew’s Platform for Antibiotic Discovery Research 
Information will aid in search for urgently needed new antibiotics 
   WASHINGTON—The Pew Charitable Trusts announced today that Novartis has shared data from its 
antibiotic research programs on Pew’s open-access Shared Platform for Antibiotic Research and 
Knowledge (SPARK). The move follows Achaogen’s commitment in October to provide SPARK with data 
from its own discontinued antibiotic research program, and further expands the free, interactive 
resource, which scientists around the world are using to pursue antibiotic research.  
  Novartis shared data from its LpxA, LpxD, and LpxK antibacterial programs that explored new ways to 
attack Gram-negative bacteria, a class of pathogens that includes some of the most dangerous 
superbugs because of their tough defense mechanisms. These research programs were discontinued 
earlier this year. 
   “Antibiotic resistance is among the world’s most pressing public health challenges, and figuring out 
how to defeat antibiotic-resistant Gram-negative bacteria is essential to meeting this challenge,” said 
Allan Coukell, Pew’s senior director of health programs. “Our hope is that the data from these early 
research programs will reinvigorate the pipeline of antibiotics in development. Novartis’s willingness to 
make this contribution ensures that its scientific investment can be used by any researcher in the quest 
to solve the global problem of antibiotic resistance.” … 
 
 
Rockefeller Foundation  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/ 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html 
Latest News Releases, Blog Posts, Reports 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Science Philanthropy Alliance   [to 5 Jan 2019] 
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/ 
“…a group of organizations working together to increase philanthropic support for basic scientific 
research on a global basis…” 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
SDG Philanthropy Platform 
http://sdgfunders.org/ 
SDG Philanthropy Platform is a collaboration between philanthropy and the greater international 
development community led by Foundation Center, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 
and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors, and supported by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Ford 
Foundation and the MasterCard Foundation, the Brach Family Foundation, and other key organizations 
such as Asociación de Fundaciones Empresariales (AFE) in Colombia, Brach Family Charitable 

http://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases-and-statements/2019/01/03/novartis-provides-data-to-spark-pews-platform-for-antibiotic-discovery-research
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2018/09/21/the-shared-platform-for-antibiotic-research-and-knowledge
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https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/about/news-room/press-releases-and-statements/2018/10/22/achaogen-provides-data-to-spark-pews-platform-for-antibiotic-discovery-research
https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/about-us/news-media/
http://www.rwjf.org/en/about-rwjf/newsroom/news-releases.html
http://www.sciencephilanthropyalliance.org/what-we-do/news/
http://sdgfunders.org/


   

  

Foundation, CAF America, Council on Foundations, East Africa Association of Grantmakers (EAAG), 
European Foundation Centre, Filantropi Indonesia (FI), GlobalGiving, The Humanitarian Forum, World 
Congress of Muslim Philanthropists, and Worldwide Initiatives for Grantmaker Support (WINGS). 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://sloan.org/about/press  
No new digest content identified. 
 
  
Wellcome Trust  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://wellcome.ac.uk/news 
News | 29 December 2018  
Wellcome leaders awarded New Year Honours 
Jeremy Farrar, Wellcome's Director, and Mike Ferguson, Deputy Chair of our Board of Governors, have 
both been knighted in the New Year's Honours 2019. 
 

:::::: 
 
Foundation Center  [to 5 Jan 2019 
http://foundationcenter.org/about-us/press-room 
No new digest content identified. 
 
 
Council on Foundations  [to 5 Jan 2019] 
https://www.cof.org/newsroom 
No new digest content identified. 

 
 
*                       *                       *                        * 
 

:: Journal Watch 
The Sentinel will track key peer-reviewed journals which address a broad range of interests in human 
rights, humanitarian response, health and development. It is not intended to be exhaustive. We will 
add to those monitored below as we encounter relevant content and upon recommendation from 
readers. We selectively provide full text of abstracts and other content but note that successful access 
to some of the articles and other content may require subscription or other access arrangement unique 
to the publisher. Please suggest additional journals you feel warrant coverage. 
 
 
American Journal of Infection Control 
January 2019 Volume 47, Issue 1, p1-116  
http://www.ajicjournal.org/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
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American Journal of Preventive Medicine 
January 2019 Volume 56, Issue 1, p1-178  
http://www.ajpmonline.org/current  
Research Articles 
Implementation of Strategies to Improve Human Papillomavirus Vaccine Coverage: A 
Provider Survey 
Emily B. Walling, Sherry Dodd, Neil Bobenhouse, Evelyn Cohen Reis, Randy Sterkel, Jane Garbutt 
p74–83 Published in issue: January 2019 
 
 
American Journal of Public Health 
January 2019  109(1) 
http://ajph.aphapublications.org/toc/ajph/current 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
Access to Pain Management as a Human Right 
Global Health, Human Rights, Health Law 
Frank Brennan, Diederik Lohman and Liz Gwyther 
109(1), pp. 61–65 
 
SLAVERY 
400 Years of Inequality Since Jamestown of 1619 
Other Race/Ethnicity, History, Race/Ethnicity, African Americans/Blacks 
Thomas A. LaVeist, Mindy Fullilove and Robert Fullilove 
109(1), pp. 83–84 
 
 
American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
Volume 99, Issue 6, 2018  
http://www.ajtmh.org/content/journals/14761645/99/6 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
BMC Cost Effectiveness and Resource Allocation 
http://resource-allocation.biomedcentral.com/ 
(Accessed 5 Jan 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Global Health 
January 2019 - Volume 4 - 1 
https://gh.bmj.com/content/4/1 
Research 
Can child-focused sanitation and nutrition programming improve health practices and 
outcomes? Evidence from a randomised controlled trial in Kitui County, Kenya (5 January, 
2019)  
Gerishom Gimaiyo, Jeffery McManus, Matt Yarri, Shiva Singh, Andrew Trevett, Grainne Moloney, Ann 
Robins, Lilian Lehmann 
 

http://www.ajpmonline.org/current
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BMC Health Services Research 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content 
(Accessed 5 Jan 2019) 
Research article 
Community-based interventions to enhance healthy aging in disadvantaged areas: 
perceptions of older adults and health care professionals  
The number of older adults with different ethnic and socioeconomic background is steadily increasing. 
There is a need for community-based health promotion interventions for older adults that are 
responsive to ...  
Authors: Abirami Srivarathan, Andrea Nedergaard Jensen and Maria Kristiansen 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2019 19:7  
Published on: 5 January 2019 
 
Research article 
Development of multi-criteria decision analysis (MCDA) framework for off-patent 
pharmaceuticals – an application on improving tender decision making in Indonesia  
Off-patent pharmaceuticals (OPPs) hold vital importance in meeting public health objectives, especially 
in developing countries where resources are limited. OPPs are comprised of off-patent originals, 
branded generics and unbranded generics; nonetheless, these products are not identical and often 
there are differences in their equivalence, manufacturing quality standards and reliability of supply. 
This necessitates reconsideration of the lowest price policy objective in pharmaceutical decision 
making. The aim of this study was to develop a Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis (MCDA) framework 
through a pilot workshop to inform the national procurement of OPPs in Indonesia. 
Authors: Andras Inotai, Diana Brixner, Nikos Maniadakis, Iwan Dwiprahasto, Erna Kristin, Agus 
Prabowo, Alfi Yasmina, Sigit Priohutomo, Bertalan Németh, Kalman Wijaya and Zoltan Kalo 
Citation: BMC Health Services Research 2018 18:1003  
Published on: 29 December 2018 
 
 
BMC Infectious Diseases  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcinfectdis/content 
(Accessed 5 Jan 2019) 
Research article 
Epidemiology survey of infectious diseases in North Korean travelers, 2015–2017  
Up until now, there are limited studies available on the epidemiology of infectious diseases in 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK, North Korea). However, different types of infectious 
diseases have been found in North Korean travelers at Dandong port. Entry surveillance data of those 
North Korean travelers may provide some insight into the probable epidemiology of some infectious 
diseases in DPRK. 
Authors: Pengyu Han, Yanxia Teng, Xiuxin Bi, Jinge Li and Dianxing Sun 
Citation: BMC Infectious Diseases 2019 19:13  
Published on: 5 January 2019 
 
 
BMC Medical Ethics  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmedethics/content 
(Accessed 5 Jan 2019)  

http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmchealthservres/content
https://bmchealthservres.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12913-018-3855-6
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Debate 
  |   27 December 2018  
African bioethics: methodological doubts and insights  
A trend called ‘African bioethics’ is growing on the continent due to perceptions of existing bioethics, 
especially guidelines for international collaborative research, as ‘ethical imperialism’. As a potential 
alternative to ‘Western Principlism,’ ‘African bioethics’ is supposed to be indigenous to Africa and 
reflective of African identity. However, despite many positive insights in the on-going discussions, it is 
feared that the growth of bioethics in Africa lacks a clear direction. Some of the views threaten to 
distort the essence of bioethics and its development on the continent. 
Authors: John Barugahare 
 
 
BMC Medicine 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcmed/content 
(Accessed 5 Jan 2019)  
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Pregnancy and Childbirth 
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcpregnancychildbirth/content 
(Accessed 5 Jan 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMC Public Health 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles 
(Accessed 5 Jan 2019) 
Research article 
Impact of an organization-wide knowledge translation strategy to support evidence-
informed public health decision making  
The public health sector is moving toward adopting evidence-informed decision making into practice, 
but effort is still required to effectively develop capacity and promote contextual factors that advance 
and ...  
Authors: Maureen Dobbins, Robyn L. Traynor, Stephanie Workentine, Reza Yousefi-Nooraie and 
Jennifer Yost 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2018 18:1412  
Published on: 29 December 2018 
 
 
Research article 
Determinants of access to HIV testing and counselling services among female sex workers 
in sub-Saharan Africa: a systematic review  
HIV testing and counselling (HTC) is an essential component for HIV prevention and a critical entry 
point into the HIV continuum of care and treatment. Despite the importance of HTC for HIV control, 
access to ...  
Authors: Soori Nnko, Evodius Kuringe, Daniel Nyato, Mary Drake, Caterina Casalini, Amani Shao, Albert 
Komba, Stefan Baral, Mwita Wambura and John Changalucha 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:15  
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Published on: 5 January 2019 
 
Research article 
Mental health workers perceptions of disaster response in China  
The post-disaster mental health crisis intervention (MHCI) system in China remains immature and 
unsystematic. We aim to report the perceptions of a large sample of MHCI workers and government 
administrators an...  
Authors: Yingjun Xi, Runsen Chen, Amy L. Gillespie, Yuyang He, Chihua Jia, Kuo Shi, Yiming Yao, Xin 
Ma, Wei Liu and Emily Ying Yang Chan 
Citation: BMC Public Health 2019 19:11  
Published on: 3 January 2019 
 
 
BMC Research Notes  
http://www.biomedcentral.com/bmcresnotes/content 
(Accessed 5 Jan 2019) 
[No new digest content identified] 
 
 
BMJ Open 
January 2019 - Volume 9 - 1 
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Bulletin of the World Health Organization  
Volume 97, Number 1, January 2019, 1-72 
https://www.who.int/bulletin/volumes/97/1/en/ 
EDITORIALS 
New ethical challenges of digital technologies, machine learning and artificial intelligence 
in public health: a call for papers 
– Diana Zandi, Andreas Reis, Effy Vayena & Kenneth Goodman 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.18.227686  
 
RESEARCH 
Using the polio programme to deliver primary health care in Nigeria: implementation 
research 
– Samuel Bawa, Christine McNab, Loveday Nkwogu, Fiona Braka, Esther Obinya, Michael Galway, 
Andrew J Mirelman, Kulchumi Isa Hammanyero, Garba Safiyanu, Martin Chukwuji, Kennedy Ongwae, 
Pascal Mkanda, Melissa Corkum, Lea Hegg, Deanna Tollefson, Sani Umar, Sunday Audu, Hassan 
Gunda, Modu Chinta, Anne Eudes Jean Baptiste, Murtala Bagana & Faisal Shuaib 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.18.211565  
 
RESEARCH 
National age-of-consent laws and adolescent HIV testing in sub-Saharan Africa: a 
propensity-score matched study 
– Britt McKinnon & Ashley Vandermorris 
http://dx.doi.org/10.2471/BLT.18.212993  
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Abstract 
Objective 
To estimate the association between legal age of consent and coverage of human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV) testing among adolescents in countries with high HIV-burden. 
Methods 
We analysed data from adolescents aged 15–18 years, who participated in Demographic and Health 
Surveys or AIDS Indicator Surveys between 2011 and 2016, in 15 sub-Saharan African countries. To 
improve balance in the distribution of measured individual- and country-level characteristics, we used 
propensity score matching between adolescents in countries with more versus less restrictive age-of-
consent laws (≤ 15 years versus ≥ 16 years). We estimated the percentage of individuals who self-
reported that they have done an HIV test in the past 12 months and compared the differences in such 
testing rates among adolescents exposed to lower versus higher age-of-consent laws. We also 
investigated effect modifications by sex and age. 
Findings 
Legal age of consent below 16 years was associated with an 11.0 percentage points higher coverage of 
HIV testing (95% confidence interval, CI: 7.2 to 14.8), corresponding to a rate ratio of 1.74 (95% CI: 
1.35 to 2.13). HIV testing rate had a stronger association with lower age of consent among females 
than males. The testing rates differences were 14.0 percentage points (95% CI: 8.6 to 19.4) for 
females and 6.9 percentage points (95% CI: 1.6 to 12.2) for males (P-value for homogeneity = 0.07). 
Conclusion 
This study provides evidence to support the recent World Health Organization’s recommendations that 
countries should examine current laws and address age-related barriers to uptake of sexual and 
reproductive health services. 
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UDHR's impact remains limited. The second major concern is the “siloing” of human rights efforts, 
whereby civil and political rights have been given primacy over social and economic rights. Emphasis 
on some principles to the exclusion of others undermines the comprehensive advancement of human 
rights. The current state of affairs is a product of the collective failure to address human rights 
holistically and to implement real monitoring and accountability measures for states, which are directly 
charged with upholding them within their borders. 
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   …This issue of Geoheritage comprises nine papers presented at the session “Geoheritage and 
Geodiversity Matter: Themes, Links and Interactions” held in Vienna in April 2016 at the European 
Geosciences Union General Assembly. The papers focus on current methods of research and debates 
on geodiversity and geoheritage in international as well as national scientific circles, from the global to 
the local scale… 
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Global Health: Science and Practice December 2018, 6(4):629-634; https://doi.org/10.9745/GHSP-D-
18-00222  
   Many low- and middle-income countries are moving to introduce HPV vaccine into their national 
immunization programs. To improve coverage, equity, and sustainability, public health officials and 
practitioners can use planning and implementation lessons learned, including successful school-based 
delivery strategies, innovative approaches to reach out-of-school girls, best practices for 
communication and social mobilization, and integration of services to reduce delivery cost. Policy 
makers, donors, and global partners should continue to consider ways to drive down costs of vaccine 
procurement. 
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Bangladesh, the Rohingya have few rights or freedoms. Monsoons and cyclones are causing landslides, 
destroying shelters and infrastructure and disrupting services. 
 
This edition of Humanitarian Exchange focuses on the humanitarian response to the Rohingya crisis. In 
the lead article, Mark Bowden outlines the historical, local and national political context in Bangladesh, 
and its operational implications. Amal de Chickera highlights the links between statelessness and 
displacement, and the international community’s failure to prioritise human rights in its dealings both 
with Bangladesh and with Myanmar. Puttanee Kangkun and John Quinley document the persistent 
persecution and denial of rights the Rohingya have faced for decades. Jeff Crisp reflects on the 
premature, involuntary and unsafe return of Rohingya refugees to Myanmar in the 1970s and 1990s, 
and asks whether this could happen again. 
 
Sally Shevach and colleagues explore how the ‘localisation’ agenda has influenced the operational 
response, and Kerrie Holloway draws on research by the Humanitarian Policy Group to test the 
common assumption that local actors necessarily have a better understanding of people’s needs. Nasif 
Rashad Khan and colleagues and Ashish Banik reflect on their experiences of engaging with the 
international humanitarian response system. Margie Buchanan-Smith and Marian Casey-Maslen discuss 
evaluation findings relating to communication and community engagement, a theme taken up by Nick 
Van Praag and Kai Hopkins, who report on a Ground Truth survey on refugees’ perceptions of 
assistance. Julia Brothwell discusses the British Red Cross/Bangladesh Red Crescent involvement in 
disaster preparedness and risk reduction during the monsoon season, and Gina Bark, Kate White and 
Amelie Janon outline the consequences of long-term exclusion from basic healthcare services in 
increasing vulnerability to preventable diseases. Matthew Wencel and colleagues round off the issue 
with reflections on data collection coordination and other challenges associated with monitoring large 
concentrations of refugees. 
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   This month's Journal of Adolescent Health features a fascinating and innovative study by 
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assets play in mitigating emotional distress for youth in two U.S. juvenile corrections systems. This 
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  Our findings suggest that programs and policies that promote internal resilience and protective factors 
across multiple levels of influence may protect juvenile offenders exposed to childhood trauma from 
psychological distress. 
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Uninformed refusals: objections to enrolment in clinical trials conducted under an 
Exception rom Informed Consent for emergency research (13 December, 2018) Free  
Victoria Vorholt, Neal W Dickert 
Abstract 
Clinical trials in emergency situations present unique challenges, because they involve enrolling 
individuals who lack capacity to consent in the context of acute illness or injury. The US Department of 
Health and Human Services and Food and Drug Administration regulations allowing an Exception from 
Informed Consent (EFIC) in these circumstances contain requirements for community consultation, 
public disclosure and restrictions on study risks and benefits. In this paper, we analyse an issue raised 
in the regulations that has received little attention or analysis but is ethically complex. This challenge is 
when to solicit and honour objections to EFIC trial enrolment, including from non-legally appointed 
representatives. We address novel questions involving whose objections should be honoured, what 
level of understanding is necessary for objections to be considered valid and how hard investigators 
should work to offer an opportunity to object. We present a set of criteria that provide conceptual and 
practical guidance. We argue that objections should be honoured if they undermine one of the key 
assumptions that allows for the permissibility of EFIC trials: that individuals would likely not object to 
enrolment based on their values or preferences. We then clarify the practical implications of this 
approach through examination of three cases of refusal in an EFIC study. 
 
Extended essays 
Towards theoretically robust evidence on health equity: a systematic approach to 
contextualising equity-relevant randomised controlled trials (13 December, 2018)  
Gry Wester, Kristine Bærøe, Ole Frithjof Norheim 
Abstract 
Reducing inequalities in health and the determinants of health is a widely acknowledged health policy 
goal, and methods for measuring inequalities and inequities in health are well developed. Yet, the 
evidence base is weak for how to achieve these goals. There is a lack of high-quality randomised 
controlled trials (RCTs) reporting impact on the distribution of health and non-health benefits and lack 
of methodological rigour in how to design, power, measure, analyse and interpret distributional impact 
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in RCTs. Our overarching aim in this paper is to contribute to the emerging effort to improve 
transparency and coherence in the theoretical and conceptual basis for RCTs on effective interventions 
to reduce health inequity. We endeavour to achieve this aim by pursuing two more specific objectives. 
First, we propose an overview of three broader health equity frameworks and clarify their implications 
for the measurement of health inequality in RCTs. Second, we seek to clarify the relationship between 
theory and translational challenges that researchers would need to attend to, in order to ensure that 
equity-relevant RCTs are coherently grounded in theory. 
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   Tens of thousands of people die from dog-mediated rabies annually. Deaths can be prevented 
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through dog vaccination. Current post-exposure prophylaxis use saves many lives, but availability 
remains poor in many rabies-endemic countries due to high costs, poor access, and supply. 
 
Series 
Terrorism and health 
Confronting the threat of bioterrorism: realities, challenges, and defensive strategies 
Manfred S Green, James LeDuc, Daniel Cohen, David R Franz 
 
Personal View 
Deliberations of the Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization on the use of 
CYD-TDV dengue vaccine 
Annelies Wilder-Smith, Joachim Hombach, Neil Ferguson, Michael Selgelid, Kate O'Brien, Kirsten 
Vannice, Alan Barrett, Elizabeth Ferdinand, Stefan Flasche, Maria Guzman, Hillegonde Maria Novaes, 
Lee-Ching Ng, Peter G Smith, Piyanit Tharmaphornpilas, In-Kyu Yoon, Alejandro Cravioto, Jeremy 
Farrar, Terry M Nolan 
 
 
Lancet Respiratory Medicine 
Jan 2019  Volume 7  Number 1p1-98, e1 
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Maternal and Child Health Journal  
Volume 22, Issue 12, December 2018 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/22/12/page/1 
 [Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Medical Decision Making (MDM) 
Volume 39 Issue 1, January 2019  
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
The Milbank Quarterly 
A Multidisciplinary Journal of Population Health and Health Policy  
Volume 96, Issue 4   Pages: 607-882  December 2018 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(18)30512-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(18)30512-7/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(18)30298-6/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(18)30494-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(18)30494-8/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanres/issue/current
https://link.springer.com/journal/10995/22/12/page/1
http://mdm.sagepub.com/content/current
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14680009/current


   

  

[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Nature   
Volume 565 Issue 7737, 3 January 2019 
http://www.nature.com/nature/current_issue.html 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
 
Nature Medicine 
Volume 24 Issue 12, December 2018 
https://www.nature.com/nm/volumes/24/issues/12 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
New England Journal of Medicine 
January 3, 2019   Vol. 380 No. 1 
http://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/medical-journal 
[New issue; No digest content identified] 
 
December 27, 2018  Vol. 379 No. 26 
https://www.nejm.org/toc/nejm/379/26 
Perspective 
Ramping Up the Response to Ebola 
Jennifer B. Nuzzo, Dr.P.H.,  
and Thomas V. Inglesby, M.D. 
   …Though there are clear signs that global preparedness for epidemics has been strengthened, efforts 
to contain the DRC outbreak have not been sufficient. Additional human and financial resources are 
needed to prevent this outbreak from becoming a major epidemic… 
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and Sonja A. Rasmussen, M.D. 
   …Though data are limited, the available information regarding pregnancy during Ebola outbreaks 
provides a reason for concern. Women appear to have higher Ebola infection rates than men; perhaps 
they tend to become infected when caring for sick family members, or perhaps they have increased 
susceptibility. Although data from past outbreaks revealed a case-fatality rate among pregnant women 
as high as 90%, more recent data suggest that the risk of death among EVD-infected pregnant women 
might be similar to that among nonpregnant women.2 Additional data are needed, however, to better 
characterize outcomes… 
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Brian E. Dixon, Gregory D. Zimet, Shan Xiao, Wanzhu Tu, Brianna Lindsay, Abby Church, Stephen M. 
Downs 
Pediatrics Jan 2019, 143 (1) e20181457; DOI: 10.1542/peds.2018-1457  
   We examine the effect of a digital educational intervention linked to previous vaccine history on HPV 
vaccination decisions in urban pediatric settings. 
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Research Article 
Choosing important health outcomes for comparative effectiveness research: 4th annual 
update to a systematic review of core outcome sets for research  
Elizabeth Gargon, Sarah L. Gorst, Nicola L. Harman, Valerie Smith, Karen Matvienko-Sikar, Paula R. 
Williamson  
Research Article | published 28 Dec 2018 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0209869  
 
Assessing the sensitivity of the polio environmental surveillance system  
The polio environmental surveillance (ES) system has been an incredible tool for advancing polio 
eradication efforts because of its ability to highlight the spatial and temporal extent of poliovirus 
circulation. While ES often outperforms, or is more sensitive than AFP surveillance, the sensitivity of the 
ES system has not been well characterized. Fundamental uncertainty of ES site sensitivity makes it 
difficult to interpret results from ES, particularly negative results. 
Steve J. Kroiss, Maiwand Ahmadzai, Jamal Ahmed, Muhammad Masroor Alam, Guillaume Chabot-
Couture, Michael Famulare, Abdirahman Mahamud, Kevin A. McCarthy, Laina D. Mercer, Salman 
Muhammad, Rana M. Safdar, Salmaan Sharif, Shahzad Shaukat, Hemant Shukla, Hil Lyons  
Research Article | published 28 Dec 2018 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0208336  
 
Group flow: A scoping review of definitions, theoretical approaches, measures and findings  
Fabian Pels, Jens Kleinert, Florian Mennigen  
Research Article | published 31 Dec 2018 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0210117  
   Many people enjoy the state of total immersion in a task accompanied by an optimal level of 
functioning, be it at work (e.g., [1]), in sports (for an overview, see [2]), in music (for an overview, see 
[3]), during leisure time (e.g., [4]) or potentially in any other imaginable context of our everyday life 
[5]. This state is referred to as flow. Flow is associated with a variety of positive outcomes, such as 
positive affect and enhanced performance (for an overview, see [6]). In the past decades, a multitude 
of studies has examined and established a concept of flow in individuals (which we refer to as 
individual flow) based on the initial work of Csikszentmihalyi [7]. Additionally, in recent years, there has 
been growing interest in flow that emerges during group situations. This kind of flow, henceforth 
referred to as group flow, has often been described in metaphorical terms [8], such as a state in which 
“things [in a group] are clicking or in sync” (p. 157) and wherein “everything [in the group] seems to 
come naturally” (p. 158) for example. However, as stated earlier by Nakamura and Csikszentmihalyi 
[9], there is not yet a clear and consistent concept for group flow. Therefore, the overall purpose of 
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the present paper is to systematically review the recent literature on group flow in order to pave the 
way for a more common understanding and examination of group flow in the future.. 
 
Psychosocial health of asylum seeking women living in state-provided accommodation in 
Germany during pregnancy and early motherhood: A case study exploring the role of social 
determinants of health  
Sandra Claudia Gewalt, Sarah Berger, Sandra Ziegler, Joachim Szecsenyi, Kayvan Bozorgmehr  
Research Article | published 28 Dec 2018 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0208007  
 
Older adults with disability in extreme poverty in Peru: How is their access to health care?  
Oscar Flores-Flores, Ruth Bell, Rodney Reynolds, Antonio Bernabé-Ortiz  
Research Article | published 26 Dec 2018 PLOS ONE  
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0208441  
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From Local Action to National Progress on 5 Major Health Challenges: The Bloomberg 
American Health Initiative 
Guest Editor: Joshua M. Sharfstein, Jessica Leighton, Alfred Sommer and Ellen J. MacKenzie 
[Reviewed earlier] 
 
 
Qualitative Health Research 
Volume 29 Issue 2, January 2019  
http://qhr.sagepub.com/content/current 
Research Articles 
Engaging a Community Leader to Enhance Preparation for In-Depth Interviews With 
Community Members 
Manuel E. Jimenez, Shawna V. Hudson, Daniel Lima, Benjamin F. Crabtree 
First Published August 12, 2018; pp. 270–278 
Preview 
In-depth interviews allow for rich exploration of stakeholders’ experiences. Preparation for in-depth 
interviews generally consists of literature reviews and researchers’ review of their own culture and 
understanding of a topic. We supplemented these strategies with serial “ethnographic interviews” with 
a single community leader to enhance our preparation for community-based in-depth interviews with 
Latina, immigrant, Spanish-speaking mothers and to facilitate stakeholder engagement in a research 
project. After an extensive literature review, we conducted a series of four 1-hour interviews with a key 
informant in preparation for individual in-depth interviews with 12 parents. The ethnographic interviews 
with the community leader provided insight into environmental context, cultural categories, and 
stakeholder priorities, which helped shape the research question, in-depth interview guide, sampling 
strategy, and interpretive analytic process. We found that ethnographic interviews can provide critical 
insights for preparing in-depth interview guides and can enhance the information gained while 
facilitating meaningful stakeholder engagement. 
 
Research Articles 
“We Don’t Want to Live Like This”: The Lived Experience of Dislocation, Poor Health, and 
Homelessness for Western Australian Aboriginal People 
Robyn Martin, Christina Fernandes, Cheryl Taylor, Amanda Crow, Desmond Headland, Nicola Shaw, 
Simone Zammit 
First Published September 10, 2018; pp. 159–172 
 
Social Resilience and Mental Health Among Eritrean Asylum-Seekers in Switzerland 
Sabra Melamed, Afona Chernet, Niklaus D. Labhardt, Nicole Probst-Hensch, Constanze Pfeiffer 
First Published September 15, 2018; pp. 222–236 
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In the wake of China's expressing strong support in December 2018 for Plan S, the Europe-backed 
program to mandate immediate open access to scientific literature, researchers wonder how far the 
plan will spread. The program has drawn support from many scientists but concerns from others, and 
from publishers (including AAAS, publisher of Science). Science looks at which countries' funders are 
likely to join and which aren't, and whether Plan S is poised to shake up scientific publishing or remain 
a project that applies to only a small fraction of the world's scientific papers 
 
Policy Forum 
From voluntary commitments to ocean sustainability 
By Barbara Neumann, Sebastian Unger 
Science04 Jan 2019 : 35-36 Restricted Access 
A common pledge and review system is needed 
Summary 
Voluntary commitments by states, governmental or nongovernmental organizations, and other actors, 
aiming to deliver outcome-oriented activities, have become a well-recognized mechanism in 
international sustainability policy (1–3). For ocean governance, the calling for and pledging of voluntary 
commitments could become a game changer, with two major international processes harnessing such 
voluntary contributions in recent years: the Our Ocean conferences, an annual high-level series 
initiated by U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry in 2014, and the United Nations (UN) Ocean Conference, 
which took place for the first time in June 2017. Such calls and commitments provide opportunities to 
raise awareness, promote engagement, and catalyze political will for action on the part of states as well 
as public and private sectors. However, without effective and transparent review systems, it is difficult 
to link pledged commitments to actual implementation. Quality control and ensuring that commitments 
are effective and impactful will be difficult to achieve. A uniform global process is required to register 
and assess commitments, including consistent reporting and monitoring systems with clear targets, 
baselines, and review systems. 
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out. But to do that effectively you need to understand what shapes people’s feelings and values. And 
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People Care,” the cover storyin the Fall 2018 issue of Stanford Social Innovation Review. 
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   This issue focuses on new technologies and their potential benefits for humanity as well as their 
expanding use in advancing the 2030 Agenda. It explores the promise of our digital age, while posing 
important questions about where these technologies are leading us, and how their misuse could also 
lead to increased inequality and conflict.   
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World Heritage n°89 - October 2018  
World Heritage and Wetlands  
   Wetlands are an essential, but often overlooked, aspect of our natural environment. They are vital 
sources of biodiversity and take many different forms – from lakes, rivers and swamps, to deltas and 
tidal flats, mangroves and coral reefs. Wetlands are found nearly everywhere, are essential to the 
survival of countless species of plants and animals, and are therefore crucial for human survival too, as 
water is the essence of life. 
   For this issue of World Heritage, we have collaborated with our friends at the Ramsar Convention on 
Wetlands, which recognizes and helps protect wetland sites of international importance. Over 100 
World Heritage properties are also designated as Ramsar Sites, in whole or in part, and our two 
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Conventions work together closely. In an interview, Martha Rojas Urrego, Secretary General of the 
Ramsar Convention, describes how the two Conventions cooperate, discusses the role of wetlands in 
urban areas as they continue to grow, and addresses the challenge of preserving wetlands in cultural 
heritage places… 
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